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Peers Victoria Resources Society Peers Victoria Resources Society would
like to acknowledge the nations of the Songhees and Esquimalt people in
whose unceded territories we carry out our work. As an organization, we
are committed to addressing the combined effects of colonialism and
stigmatization of people in the sex industry.

Page 1






History:

QomQem Coastal Connections was developed two years ago from the
outreach and cultural support offered from Peers Indigenous Outreach.
While providing encampment and basic needs outreach support, the Peers
Indigenous Outreach team recognized the need to bring cultural
connections and community-building to Indigenous folks living outdoors.
We connected with Esquimalt Nation and Nuu-chah-nulth drum groups,
who would offer traveling cultural care at each encampment. At times, the
Nuu-chah-nulth folks would bring regalia and paddles to offer up to folks
living outdoors to dance and put on regalia to gain strength from ancestral
songs and dances. We would also bring fry bread and fish soups or
chowders, made by a local Songhees family, and share that food with
everyone in the park.

QomQem Coastal Connections is grateful to have had the Peers Victoria’'s
support to build this program. We continue to share much administrative
support as Peers as well as space. QomQem supports all Indigenous folks
who are unhoused, precariously housed or may be using substances. While
we operate within Peers, we do recognize ourselves as our own entity.



Program description

QomQem is a grassroots Indigenous-led outreach program that
offers harm reduction and health care services to Indigenous peoples
who are unhoused, precariously housed, and who may be using
substances and/or alcohol. We welcome our relatives and allies from
diverse backgrounds, sexualities, genders, abilities, beliefs, and
identities. We offer Indigenous harm reduction, health and wellness,
housing and food security, cultural support, and outreach. We work in
collaboration with Peers’ Sacred program. Currently, we are a team of
nearly 25 people. 11 peer responders, 9 coordinators, 2 elders, and 4
drummers that we call on for sharing medicine and cultural care.

Program highlights:

QomQem currently serves 200 people every week— 120 at the tents on
Pandora and 80 weekly with outreach services. We work to bring
culture to the streets as we understand the power of connecting back
to ancestors and embedding our teachings into our lives everyday. In
many Coast Salish dialects, QomQem translates to “strong.” QomQem
is the SENCOTEN spelling for this word. So, our work is meant to build
strong coastal connections with all of our relatives that we support.

Program lead: Lacey (she/her)
director@gomgem.com
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Peers Core Values

The Experiential Voice
Non Judgmental, Client-Centred Service
Harm Reduction
Social Justice
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Thank you to our generous donors
(AGM NOTE: MORE MAY BE ADDED BEFORE POSTING)
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Thank you to Peers’ friends,

collaborators, and partners
(AGM NOTE: MANY MORE TO COME!)
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